M ¥ £

First Stroke of Auspiciousness
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In addition to hand-copying sutras on Chinese New Year's
eve, we have several events during the first seven days of the
first lunar month. We invite the assembly to participate

"The First Stroke of Auspiciousness' writing auspicious
words, phrases or wishes on a large piece of red calligraphy
paper. Through the activity, they write down self-expectations
for the new year and at the same time make wishes that
benefit others. Indeed, it is a profoundly meaningful event.
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In the Qing Dynasty, every year during the transition

from an old year to a new year, the emperor would specially
hold a grand and serene “First Stroke ceremony.

He would first use the red-inked writing brush

to write the word “fu” (blessing), then he would

use a black-inked writing brush to write auspicious words,
praying for a smooth and safe year and for the state and

all people to work in peace and harmony.
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